
JULY 6 NEWSLETTER DISCLAIMER: The 
Gold Coast Greens do not have any 
pecuniary interest in the Ecovillage at 
Currumbin and do not stand to profit in any 
way from publishing the article that 
appeared in the July 6 newsletter. The Gold 
Coast Greens take no responsibility for the 
accuracy of the information contained in 
articles submitted by members.  

The Royal Society of London, the peak body of British 
science released a report entitled 'Ocean acidification 
due to increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide', which 
states that over half of the carbon dioxide emitted 
from fossil fuels ends up in the oceans, where it reacts 
with the water to form carbonic acid. Acidic conditions 
can slow the growth & reproduction of organisms. For  
creatures with gills, the acidity affects respiratory  
exchange of gases. One of the most serious concerns is 
for organisms that lay down limestone skeletons as part 
of their biology—crabs, corals, phytoplankton and 
molluscs. Erosion of the Great Barrier Reef may exceed 
the rate at which the coral organisms can replace their 
structure.  See http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/ss/stories/
s1406402.htm for more information. 
Gunns Ltd’s pulp mill in northern Tasmania will consume as 
much water each year as the cities of Launceston, Burnie 

Diary Dates 
 

3 August 2005  
Annual general branch  

meeting. 
Contact us for details. 
 

9 August 2005   
International Day of  

Indigenous People 
 

9—18 August 2005   
Next Senate Sittings 
 

12 August 2005  
International Youth Day 

 

23 August 2005  
International Day for the  
Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and its Abolition 

and Devonport combined. Tasmania’s Hydro-Electric  
Commission has struck a deal to supply the mill with 
26 gigalitres of water each year. (from a report by Matthew 
Denholm, The Weekend Australian, July 23-24, 2005, page 9) 

It takes 107 litres of water to produce $1 worth of soft drink . 
So says a joint report called "Balancing Act" from CSIRO and 
the University of Sydney. The report measures economic 
activity against 10 indicators, to tell us how much water, 
energy, land, employment etc are embodied in each dollar in 
the Australian economy. The report shows the actual cost of 
production balanced with the receipts or actual contribution to 
the economy. For example it takes 8400 litres of water to 
produce a $1's worth of rice. So while rice production uses lots 
of resources income is well below comparative products. 
Wine growing also takes 500 litres of water per final dollar 
of demand.   See http://www.isa.org.usyd.edu.au/publications/
balance.shtml#accessing. 
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Are you passionate about a 
particular  
issue? Do you have an  
important event or date to 
share with us? Is there an 
active campaign you are  
involved with? Have you read 
any good books or surfed any 
great websites lately? 
 

Tell us about it! 
In 150—300 words if you can.  
 
Longer articles can be  
included as an insert. 
 
Email your articles to the 
newsletter team at 
newsletter@goldcoast.greens.org.au 
 
Or post to our address—at the 



books.films.exhibitions.websites 
Integrated sustainability analysis @ 
The University of Sydney  
http://www.isa.org.usyd.edu.au/
index.html 
 

This website carries a lot of research into 
sustainable environmental solutions and 
applications for businesses, governments and 
individuals to apply to their particular 
enterprises. 
 

Work out your personal greenhouse budget. 
Read reports such as “Balancing Act” and 
“Individual Responsibility and Climate 
Change”, or Ecological Footprints Issues  
and Trends. Find out why many people  
who say they are concerned about the 
environment still  have the same impact  
as those who don’t voice concerns.  
 

A good website to check out to see how 
information can be presented to support or 
advocate against particular economic 
ventures. 

DESIGN A LOGO FOR THE GOLD COAST GREENS! 
 
 

Have you had a chance to check out the new look for the Gold Coast  
Greens Website yet?  Steve Dalton joined our branch 12 months ago,  
and has managed in a short time since we set up the sub-committees to create 
a wonderful Website for us. To find out more, go to:  
http://goldcoast.greens.org.au 

Here is something we can all get involved in for our branch from Steve. 
“Hi All, 

I'm looking at getting a decent logo for the Gold Coast Greens for the  
website (it could be extended to become our official logo if people wanted) -    
I'm after ideas. If anyone has any - either reply by email on 
logo@goldcoast.greens.org.au and describe it in text, or scribble it on some 
paper and post to me at PO Box 802 Labrador 4215. 

Or you can mock it up in any graphics package you like and send it to me. 
I think we need something that encompasses some of the themes of the Gold 
Coast (ocean, boats, hinterland etc) and our Green principles. I was thinking 
boats with sails shaped like leaves or something...I would like some more ideas.  
Thank you, Steve.” 

However, they are also asking how an 
ID card could prevent terrorism here. 
We are waiting to hear what evidence 
there is that an ID card can deter  
terrorism. Other questions posed are 
“how will it be used?” and “can we 
leave home without it?”  
I am sure this is only the beginning 
and wonder how much debate with 
the public will be encouraged.          
Marella. 
 
 

THE WILD RIVERS ACT 

The Wilderness Society is holding a 
Wild Rivers Public Meeting,  
Sunday 7 August 2pm at the Brisbane  
Powerhouse, 119 Lamington Street, 
New Farm a few days before the 
Queensland Parliament debates the 
Wild Rivers Act. Speaking will be one of 
Australia's leading water scientists, Dr 
Richard Kingsford, Wild Rivers  
campaigner Larissa  Cordner and Cape 
York traditional owner David 
Claudie.  
 

There will be a chance to meet  
Wilderness Society members and 
volunteers after the public  
meeting (from about 3.30pm on). 
The Wilderness Society is also 
asking people to send an email to 
their State MP asking them to 
support the Wild Rivers Act.  The 
19 wild rivers included in the 
Beattie government policy in 2004 
are in the north of Queensland 
and have cultural significance for 
the indigenous people in that 
area, as well as being vital for the 
health of the Great Barrier Reef.  
 

S e e  w w w . w i l d r i v e r s . o r g . a u  f o r  
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

A NATIONAL ID CARD 

The debate for an ID card in  
Australia is back on the menu. The 
idea was squashed in the mid 80’s 
when put up by the Hawke Labor 
Government. “The Prime Minister 
himself made similar arguments 
against the Australia card plan in 
the mid-1980s, warning it would be 
a "draconian intrusion" into the 
lives of Australians”. 
(ABC News online July 18th) 
“AUSTRALIA must introduce a  
national identity card if it is  
serious about fighting terrorism,”  
Queensland Premier Peter Beattie 
said.     (The Border Mail, July 18th) 
But Queensland Liberal backbencher 
Steven Ciobo says such a card is 
not the answer to stopping  
terrorists. Callers to ABC radio 
said there are many data bases  
already in existence - tax file  
numbers, Medicare data, drivers  
licences, the electoral roll, passports 
and credit cards.  

 
To find out more about the Greens Political Party,  
go to our website or call us on  07 5630 1191. 
 

Or send this form to the address below. 
 

Your name: 
 

………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Email or postal address: 
 
…………………………………………………………………………... 
…………………………………………………………………………... 
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The Gold Coast Greens 

Please tick any of the boxes below that apply: 
 

I am a member and would like to: 
 

⇒ help at election time            
 

⇒ receive:  
 

        ●   further editions of this newsletter 
 

        ●   emails on current issues 
 

⇒ join a sub-committee or contribute  
         my time in another way 
 

⇒ make a donation 
 

I am not a member and would like to: 
 

⇒ join The Greens 
 

⇒ make a donation 

http://goldcoast.greens.org.au    

 The Greens 

• Social Justice 

• Grassroots       

Democracy  

• Ecological  

Sustainability 

• Non-Violence 
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Current  Issues   

Whenever you find yourself 
on the side of the majority, 

it is time to pause and 
reflect. 

MARK TWAIN 


